Week 5 Discussion: Characteristics of Qualitative and Quantitative Research
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Understanding a research design is necessary to establish both the strengths and weaknesses of the method that is used to conduct it, the quality of the evidence it provides and to determine whether or not it is appropriate to be used by readers. Qualitative research studies may be evaluated based on following six aspects. First, it is necessary to determine whether the study addressed a specific problem that was clearly defined in a research question. Second, was the qualitative study design appropriate for the study and what was the procedure that was used to select study participants (Jeanfreau & Jack Jr, 2010). Similarly, when critically appraising a quantitative research, one must determine if the study design was appropriate for the study, if the study sample represented the population it was drawn from and whether the measures that were used and the outcomes thereof were valid (Jack Jr et al., 2010).
	In a qualitative research, the main characteristics include the title, the abstract, the introduction and the method. The title of the research gives an idea of what the study is about thus it should reference the research problem, the design applied, and the population studied. The abstract gives an overview of what the study was about such that from reading it one can have a good idea of the exact parameters of the study. The introduction is important as it elaborates the study concepts and the course that the study intends to take. The method section details the reasons for selecting a given research approach, the strategies employed in recruiting participants as well as the techniques used in sampling (Jeanfreau & Jack Jr, 2010).  The above-named components are also the primary components of a quantitative research and they serve the same purposes as explained above. Therefore, it is necessary that researchers understand what is expected of them when conducting research based on the latterly explained concepts to facilitate the development of reliable and valid studies (Jack Jr et al., 2010).
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